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At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
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Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

May 1, 2013 

Issue 8 

SPIRIT 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

Dear Family, 

 Last Sunday night, I had a great time sharing with 
some of our young adults. The topic was “Purpose of  Life” 
and I shared how GVBC’s purposes and the purposes of our 
lives came to be part of  our core beliefs. Scripture teaches us 
that Christ created us and we were created for Him. Our 

purpose in life revolves around our relationship with our Creator. Thus, my world 
view is that I am created by God, through Christ, and the reason I was created was 
for Christ and His purposes. 

 But as we are learning, a large part of  the world believes we randomly 
evolved into what we are, not that we were created. This new world view revolves 
around f reedom, the f reedom to do whatever I want, with whomever I want, 
wherever I want, whenever I want. And anything that prevents me f rom doing what I 
want is evil and any restrictions on my f reedom are evil. Freedom is the new 
purpose of  life. 

 As you can see, these are two opposing world views and the “f reedom” 
world view is growing and becoming known as the “I world” or “iWorld”. Christianity 
is being affected by the “iWorld”. More and more people view Christ’s death as 
f reeing us from sin and not f reeing us for His purpose. We look forward to His 
heaven af ter we die, but live our own lives until then. Thinking of  others’ needs 
instead of  our own is corruption of the iWorld and “His Kingdom on earth as it is in 
heaven” has been replaced with “MY kingdom on earth...” 

 Most disturbing is how we are losing our sense of  community. We don’t 
know how to live in fellowship within our families. It’s a bunch of “I”s living together 
and trying not to get in each other’s way instead of  a family of  sacrif ice, love, 
compassion and community.  

 So, where is the hope for the world?  It is in Jesus. In Ephesians 2:14-16, 
we see what God was doing in Christ. “For he himself is our peace, who has made 
the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by 

setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose 
was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and 
in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to 

death their hostility.” 

 It is the Spirit of  God that changes us (f ruit of  the Spirit) to be able to 
transform us to be able to live in family and community (church) as He intended. 
Thus, as we live with God in us we become the example in the world. We will not be 
able to argue our position as much as we can live and show our position through 
changed lives as we express love for God and love for others.  

 I challenge you to listen to your f riends and hear what their purpose in life is 
– what they live for. I also challenge you to repent of the “iWorld” as it affects your 
life in Christ so that you may live a life worthy of  your calling. 

His child, 
Pastor Steve    
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PHOTOS BY SILVIO CARRARA 

BAPTISM SUNDAY, APRIL 14 

TESTIMONIES 

On Sunday, April 14 during both worship services Pastor Chris Koga 
baptized the following people. Here are their inspiring testimonies. 

    My name is Jai Phetsomphou. I was born in the country of Laos. My parents were 
seeking a better life for my sister and I so we escaped our homeland, separately. We 
reunited at a Thai camp and our family was sponsored by a church in Ocheyedan, 
Iowa to come to the United States. There, I came to know God and to learn how His 
son, Jesus Christ died for my sins. 
    Both of  my parents grew up believing in Buddhism; therefore, they discouraged us 
f rom believing in God. So, they stopped taking my sister and I to church. There were 
dark moments in my life when I felt worthless and I felt I had no real purpose in life. 
Many times I had to cry out to God to show me His love for me and to protect me 
because I felt unloved and unwanted. I knew in my heart there is a God, but I was not 
devoting my life to Him. 
    I did not allow Him to lead me even during those hard times. Edmond and I and our 
then, 7-month old son, Brandon, moved f rom Colorado to California. Before f inding this 
church I was feeling really lonely and empty. I had no f riends, no social life and no 
church. It started out as wanting my middle child to be around other children and to 
learn about God, but at the same time, unknowingly, God was leading me to come to 
this church to reconnect with Him. 
    When I repented my sins earlier this year, it was an overwhelming feeling of  God's 
love and grace embracing me and I felt the weight of  my sins being lifted f rom me. And, 
when that happened, I cried. It was tears of  forgiveness and a joy of becoming closer to 

Him. I f inally felt His presence inside me. It has always been a desire in my heart to be baptized, but I 
hesitated because I felt inadequate and I was overcome by the fear of failing to live the righteous life — 
the eternal life God has given me. Knowing I have eternal life with Him, I have the courage to conquer 
my fears. I stand before you all to profess my love for God. I accept that Jesus Christ died for my sins. 
He is my Lord and Savior. 

    Hi, I’m Tommy Morse. I grew up with a somewhat Catholic and Christian 
background, but I never took God or the things of  God seriously. It was more of an 
interesting myth to me. I took very much to philosophy and regarded — what I thought 
was — higher thinking and reasoning as being more valid than God’s word. 
    One of  my f riends, who I f irst met in 8th grade, Josh Amano, was persistent in 
inviting my f riends and I out to church. I was resistant for a number of  years and I even 
remember making fun of him for his “religiousness” every time someone else in the 
group did. I would go to certain events, maybe broomball this past summer, or 
whatever it was, but I still never took it seriously. But looking back I believe, even through 
those casual events, God was beginning to convict me of my vanity as I got to know 
people, even just a little bit. After I had ended my relationship in the middle of high 
school, which I believe was my idol at the time, I said in my heart, somehow, “Okay, Josh, 
I’ll come to youth group.” 
    One Friday night, during worship music, I started to cry uncontrollably. Being a man, of  
course, I did all I could to hold it back, but I just couldn’t. It wasn’t emotionalism, 
sensationalism, or anything of the sort. The topic we heard wasn’t such and the song 
playing was “God of Wonders,” which I def initely didn’t consider emotional. To me there was no apparent 
reason. Now I understand it was the Holy Spirit breaking my hardened heart and convicting me of  sin 
because right af ter that night I began studying Scripture and believed in Jesus Christ to be my Savior and 
my God. 
    So, I thank God for you all, and for these past 5 years that he’s blessed and grown me through our 
church family. Psalm 4:8: I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in 
safety. [NIV] 
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BAPTISM SUNDAY, APRIL 14 

TESTIMONIES CONTINUED 

    My name is Brandon Henderson and I am f rom Dayton, Ohio. As I was taking a cab to the 
Greyhound bus station on my way out of Ohio, the driver had started questioning me as to why 
someone who seemed so young was leaving the state on his own. I answered, “I’m tired of providing 
for my mom while she treats me like trash.” She then talked to me about Jesus Christ which I loathed 
at the time due to my atheistic beliefs and hatred for Christianity. As she dropped me off, she told me 
to pick up a Bible when I got to California. When I arrived, I had cared nothing about Jesus Christ or 
God because I only cared for starting a new life. When I arrived in Long Beach I stayed on the streets 
for awhile until I lost track of time. 
    Eventually I saw a large church and I felt this urge to just sleep by it. So, I did every night for three 
days until the doors opened on a Sunday morning. I remembered what the cab driver told me so I 
walked in and asked one of the women for a Bible. I took it and attended the service for awhile. I 
started reading this Bible f rom beginning to end until it was in tatters and wrapped in duck tape. When 
I reached the Gospel of Matthew, I was just sitting on the corner outside of an apartment. I remember 

crying until my eyes hurt and my stone-hard heart was shattered. I read about the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. I realized, my sins killed Him. He took my punishment then rose again to show assurance of my salvation. 
    I realized the God of  Love, since before I was born, forgave me even though I hated him!  I attended the church 
service again — the same church that gave me the Bible — and they said something about Christ not being raised. 
So I left mid-service. I was searching for a church which I could go to. I found a food service line and I asked Pastor 
Thien Doan if  I could help and he replied, “Yeah, but you gotta attend EVERY SINGLE SERVICE!” This is how I 
encountered Citylights Church. I attended Citylights for a number of  months until the summer of  2011. The GVBC 
high school had their short-term mission trip to Long Beach. They invited me to GVBC and f rom there I felt called to 
attend GVBC’s college group. As I attended GVBC, I learned what it means to be a family and the love of  the older 
brothers and sisters. This really showed me the meaning of  what Christ’s Body is as a church. God has truly 
changed me f rom being as quiet and dark as I used to be to really desiring to love others and share His Gospel with 
the world. 

Hi my name is Elizabeth Figuracion. I'm 19 and currently a f reshman in college. I pretty much grew up in 
the church. My parents had been bringing me to church ever since I was a baby and they even sent me to 
a private Christian school. So, I def initely knew about God growing up. However, when I got to middle 
school and started going to the youth group, I really started to understand who God was. And, it wasn't 
until I was in high school where I felt I really knew God and wanted to accept Him into my life. But even 
though I had accepted Him, high school was still a struggle. My senior year I felt I really drif ted f rom God 
and church. And, although I never really turned away f rom God, I def initely felt I distanced myself  f rom 

Him. That year I felt an emptiness which I now know only God's love could f ill. But af ter I 
graduated f rom high school and joined the college ministry, I found myself  coming out to church 
more. This January our college group went on a winter ret reat and it was there I heard the 
Gospel. Even though I had heard it my entire life, I felt like I was hearing it for the f irst time. When 
I heard the words "God loved you SO much that He gave His one and only son to die on the cross 
for you," in that moment I felt God's love and it felt so real. In that moment I knew I wanted to 
recommit my life to God and follow Him for the rest of my life. After feeling so empty during the 

year of 2012, my cup, which was once empty, is not only full, but overf lowing with God's love. 

Hi my name is Corey Atkinson. I am 19 years old and am a part of the EPIC College Ministry 
here. I accepted Christ on March 5,2011 at my high school senior winter camp. I had heard the 
Gospel a few times before that, but it wasn’t until that night at camp when I understood what it 
meant. It meant I was a sinner and Jesus Christ took the place for me at the cross. Literally, I 
heard the greatest love story ever told, and it included me!  Aside f rom the greatest gift I could 
receive through Christ, being no condemnation for those who believe in Him, He gave me 
something else — value. We live in a world where your value and importance is in the size of  your 
paycheck, the university name that’s on your diploma in your office, if  you are “insta-gram famous”, 
and as a woman, if  your pant size is zero. And ,I believed ALL of that. But praise the Lord, because He 
pursued me through my brokenness, through my shame, and through my guilt. Where I once believed I 
was worthless, He gave me a new purpose in how He held on to that tree for six hours and showed 
me, I am worth it. He transformed me f rom my sinful self  into His very own ref lection. Because of the 
love of a Father, I am saved by grace. And, no matter where the enemy tries to push me, grace will 
always win. 
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A PASSION TO SERVE 

PROFILE OF ASHLEY DONALD 

BY KATHY AISO 

As an only child, Ashley Donald learned the 
importance of  sharing and giving. Ashley is 
grateful to her parents for instilling those 
values in her as a young child.  

Sammy Saxon Award for service 

In Ashley’s senior year at North High School (NHS), she 
received the Sammy Saxon Award for Service, which 
included serving at school and in the community. In 
addition to being involved in a number of service clubs 
and holding leadership positions at NHS, Ashley 
volunteered at Torrance Memorial Hospital (TMH). Even 
af ter graduation f rom NHS in June 2005, she continued 
volunteering at TMH during her f reshman and sophomore 
years of  college. 

At California State University Long Beach (CSULB), 
Ashley actively participated in Asian American Christian 
Fellowship (AACF). During Ashley’s junior and senior 
years, she served in AACF’s core group. In Ashley’s 
senior year, she served as core coordinator. Even af ter 
graduating f rom CSULB, Ashley returned as a volunteer 
Campus Minister. 

Native of Gardena 

A native of  the South Bay, Ashley grew up in Gardena 
where she lived most of  her life. She is thankful her 
parents raised her with Christian morals. Through an 
aunt, Ashley attended Sunday school at a church in 
Torrance every-so-of ten in elementary school. Although 
she described her attendance as “off and on,” she was 
grateful for the initial exposure to Jesus. At the time, 
Ashley recalled her faith held no personal meaning to her. 

Soccer friends led to GVBC 

Active in soccer f rom kindergarten to the eight grade, 
Ashley became f riends with many of the team members. 
When it was time to attend middle school, Ashley 
transferred to Casmir Middle School (CMS) in Torrance 
where some of  these f riends attended. She was 
overjoyed when she received the transfer to CMS, after 
promoting f rom Mark Twain Elementary School in 
Lawndale. 

During each year Ashley was at CMS, a f riend f rom 
GVBC would invite her to attend the Friday-night youth 
meetings. It began with Alina Lucas, proceeded to 
Priscilla Babila, and ended with Jen Fujikawa. Eventually, 
Ashley decided to accept Jen’s invitation. As she 
attended the Friday-night youth meetings her f reshmen 
year of high school, she learned about who Jesus was 
and what it meant to have a personal relationship with 
him. 

God humbled her 

In time, Ashley realized her struggle with 
perfectionism would never be resolved on her 
own. However, in accepting Christ, He would 
meet her needs and more. “God humbled 
me,” Ashley shared. “I realized I needed a 

Savior and could never be perfect.” While in high school, 
Ashley accepted the Lord with Pastor Chris Koga’s (the 
youth pastor at the time) assistance at a Friday-night 
youth meeting. She recalls hearing the song “Jesus, Lord 
of  Heaven” by Phil Wickham and meditating on the lyrics. 
The lyric which hit her most was, “I do not deserve the 
grace that You have given, And the promise of Your 
Word.” This is the f irst time she truly recognized her 
unworthiness. Since becoming a Christian, the Lord has 
helped Ashley in her struggle with perfectionism. 

Teaching and writing 

Ashley combines her love of  teaching with writing. After 
graduating f rom CSULB in spring 2010 with a B.A. in 
English Education and a Single Subject Credential, she 
works for the Newport-Mesa Unif ied School District as a 
substitute teacher. A lifelong passion, Ashley wanted to 
be a teacher f rom childhood. She commutes to work in 
South Orange County f rom Long Beach, where she 
shares an apartment with some f riends f rom AACF. 

In addition to being church clerk on the GVBC Board, 
Ashley has actively served at GVBC over the years. She 
has helped with VBS, sang in the choir and currently 
serves as a youth leader for the junior high ministry and is 
a co-leader of her Community Group for young adult 
women (ages 24-30). 

God’s grace is sufficient 

One of  Ashley’s favorite Bible passages, 2 Corinthians 
12:9-10 reminds her that in circumstances where she may 
feel inadequate or weak, she is strong in Christ. 

And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for power is perfected in weakness.”  
Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about 
my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may 

dwell in me. Therefore I am well content with 
weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with 
persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake, 

for when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

Since accepting Christ, Ashley has an outward focus on 
helping others rather than the emphasis being on herself. 
She experiences deeper purpose, meaning, and 
fulf illment because her service through work or 
volunteerism is done through the Lord. Ashley serves with 
a passion to ref lect Him. 

Dear Lord, 
Let our deeds be such that they 
Ref lect the spirit of You! 

— Gene Appleby 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Jim & Leta Van Meter, Paraclete Mission Group 
"Thank you for your part in making it possible for us to come alongside the global missions community as we face 
this challenge together," writes Jim and Leta. The challenge the Van Meters are referring to is fulf illing the Great 
Commission (Matthew 24:14). The Van Meters shared, “36 million people die every year without knowing Jesus 
Christ. There are two billion people in the world who have yet to hear the name of Jesus Christ for the f irst time.”  
The Van Meters conf irm there has been much progress in spreading the Gospel, yet, there is much work to be 
done. "For all that is to come, we say, yes," they write. 
Ken & Diane Kudo, SEPAL, Brazil 

Ken recalled how the Lord led him to John Hopkins University (JHU) in August 1962. He was one of  120 pre-meds 
in an undergraduate, all-male student body of 400. One day a classmate, Frank Pien, communicated the Gospel 
with clarity to Ken. Following the f irst conversation, Frank had 120-plus hours of  evangelistic conversations with 
Ken. Finally on Feb. 7, 1963 at 11:00 p.m., the idea of  whether to receive Christ or reject Him crossed Ken's mind 
while studying for a Chemistry exam. Ken knocked on Frank's door with a desire to receive Christ. Frank led Ken 
in a prayer of  repentance. At 12:30 a.m., Ken remembers, the Holy Spirit came upon him. The Holy Spirit made it 
clear He was calling Ken to the mission field. Today, Ken and his wife, Diane, continue to serve as missionaries in 
San Paulo, Brazil. Ken rejoices he recently celebrated a 50-year anniversary of being in Christ. In speaking for 
both his wife and himself , Ken writes, "You have had a vital part in my pilgrimage through prayer, standing in the 
gap, and through f inancial giving. Thank you for journeying with us." 
April Citylights Church News by Pastor Tom Demorest 
We have recently had a week of  great victories to celebrate!  With the arrival of  the youth group f rom Sun River 
Church in Sacramento, they helped us renovate and rehab our church building. They painted the entire fellowship 
hall, all the kids’ rooms, installed a new tile f loor in the kitchen, entry way and restroom, replaced rotten subflooring 
and f ixed a drainage issue with the roof . We were so blessed by their great attitudes and hard work. They ended 
their week with us by hosting a gigantic carnival for the neighborhood with food, games, face painting, music, and 
a magic show. Over 800 people came!!!  We had a wonderful Easter service with many f irst-time guests f rom the 
carnival and many returned the following Sunday. After Easter service we held an Easter egg hunt for the kids and 
a potluck brunch. There are certainly diff icult aspects to ministering in the inner-city, but knowing we have so many 
great ministry partners makes us so grateful for the ministry God has for us. Thank you for your role in supporting 
Citylights Church through prayer, f inancial support, and/or in-person support. 

OUR MISSION FIELD 

Our prayers and condolences to those who have lost loved ones 
� To Clyde & Emily Noguchi and family in the passing of Emily’s step-mother, Merrilyn, who passed 

away on Friday, April 19. Funeral services were held on Saturday, 
April 27. 

� To Mac & Arlene Kidakarn and family in the passing of  Mac’s 
grandmother who passed away on Sunday, April 21. 

Baby announcement 
� Congratulations to Shig & Lilly Kawashiri on the birth of their 

grandson, Mason William Seney, born to Megan (nee Kawashiri) & 
Jeremy Seney. Mason was born on Sunday, April 21, and he 
weighed 7 lbs. 14 oz. and was 20 1/2" in length. 

My name is Adam Marshall and I have been asked by our church Board to research 
and write a history of  GVBC for the 100th Anniversary. 

I have thus far interviewed and recorded 21 current or former members of GVBC. 
Several people have declined to be interviewed, but this is not the only way to 
contribute to the church history. 

If  you have stories, testimonies, autobiographies, etc., about GVBC, and you are willing to share them, 
please forward them via email to marshall.adam.a@gmail.com. You can also drop them in the 100th 
Anniversary mailbox in the church off ice. 

Thank you and God bless, 
Adam 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

� GVBC Grief Group 
Mondays, through May 20, 6:45 — 8:45p.m., Room 
254. This is a special support group for people 
grieving the death of  someone close. You can be 
around other people who understand how you feel 
and the pain of  your loss. You will learn valuable 
information which will help you through this difficult 
time in your life. Lead by Pastor Brian Lo. 

� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Services 
Saturday, May 11, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Every second 
Saturday of  the month. Refreshments served in 
Room 201 af ter the service. Everyone welcome. 
Contact Pastor Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Missions) 

♦ May 18, Saturday one-day trip to Tijuana 
♦ October 5, Saturday one-day trip to Tijuana 

♦ Dec 20-22 three-day trip to San Telmo  
We are collecting soap and shampoo samples all 
year long for the Mexico Missions' trips. If  you stay in 
a hotel and are able to donate your extra soap and 
shampoo, please bring them to the church off ice and 
label with “Teresa Matsushima.”  Place it behind Jan 
Magnani’s desk on the table in the off ice. God bless. 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required]. Contact Teresa 
Matsushima: treesaw47@gmail.com 

� Class 101: Membership & Baptism 
Sunday, May 19, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m. For high school 
age and up. For those seeking information about 
GVBC and who would like to become a member 
and/or be baptized. This class is a prerequisite for 
membership, as you learn about what it means to be 
a part of  the Body of  Christ. It’s taught by Pastor 
Steve Langley and Pastoral Intern Layne Wakuta. A 
light lunch is provided before each class. Register by 
checking off  the appropriate box on the back of your 
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-
mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the 
subject line]. 

� SonWest Roundup Vacation Bible School 
Registration begins Sunday, May 19. For more info 
contact Susan Wakuta ext. 689, email: susan@gvbc.net 
[see post card on page 7]. 

� Prime Timer’s Tour 

• September 4 to 10 Charms of  the South — 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana. Tour 
Memphis, Vicksburg, Natchez, New Orleans. 
Prices: $2,725 per person (double occupancy), 
$3,125 (single). Payment Due: May 26. Depart 
7:00 a.m. in f ront of  New Gardena Hotel. Return 
approximately 8:30 p.m. on the September 10. 

NOTE:  Cost of tour includes gratuity to motorcoach 
driver and is based on 19 to 29 passengers. If we 
have more than 29 passengers, the rate will be less 

per person. Please make checks payable to GVBC 
[tour name in subject line]. Contact Richard or Keiko 
Imatomi. 

� Office Closed Monday, May 27, Memorial Day 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

• Bridge to Healthy Living/Keiro Caregiver’s Conference 
Saturday, June 8, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Community Hall. 
Contact Cindy Matsuda via the office or email her at: 
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. 

• Senior High Farewell Friday, June 21 (Seniors move to 
EPC College Group) 

• Senior High Short-term Mission Trip to Long Beach 

Saturday, June 22 to Friday, June 28. 
• JCI Carnival Saturday, June 29 to Sunday, June 30. 
• Baptism Services Sunday, June 30 

• JEMS Mt. Hermon Summer Conference Sunday, June 30 
to Saturday, July 6. Register by going to the JEMS 
website at: www.jems.org. For more info contact Cynthia 
at: cynthiat@jems.org. Deadline: May 1. There’s a $25 
late fee. 

• Youth Summer Camp: middle school & high school, at 
Alpine Conference Center, August 4 - 9 

• Pre-Centennial Golf Tournament Monday, August 12 
• Beachcombers Friendship Night Monday, August 19, 5:00 
to 8:00 p.m., Community Hall (set up Sunday afternoon, 
August 18). 

• Elementary & Middle School Farewells Friday, Aug. 23 
(5th graders move up to Middle School and 8th graders 
move up to Senior High School) 

• Promotion Sunday August 25 (everybody except high 
school seniors) 

• CERT Meeting: Mondays of October 21 & November 4, 
4:00 — 6:00 pm; Saturdays of October 26 & November 
9, 7:30 am – 5:00 pm. Contact Cindy Matsuda 

Landscaping News 
by Shig Kawashiri  

We are almost done. Hooray!!  We have a few more tasks 
which will be completed in the month of  May. 

During the month of  April, we had a tremendous group of  
volunteers who cleaned up, dug out, and replanted nearly 
all grounds of  our campus. The project was led by Mr. 
Ken Kono and his daughter, Cindy. They did a great job 
and our thanks go out to them. The volunteers are too 
numerous to list, but the aches and pains they still 
experience speak to them of the effort they extended and 
are a reminder of their service to God and GVBC. 

We also thank the f irms who donated materials for this 
project:  ABC Nursery, Pacif ic Nursery, I. T. Nursery, 
OTY, Inc. and Ken Kono of Groundworks, Inc. We were 
able to complete this project at a very minimal cost 
because of  their generosity. 

We still need to regularly maintain the grounds and we 
will need help on a continuing basis. If you would like to 
help, please let us know (call the church off ice or catch 
me at church). Landscaping workdays will be scheduled 
on a regular schedule. 
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Issue 10 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, May 15. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community 
Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, May 12. S
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La Salle Parking Lot 
The La Salle parking lot on the west side of  the 
church is for disabled (must have the DMV 
placard displayed in the window) and for our 80+ 
year-old people ONLY. 
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

Sermon Series: “Ignite” a study of Acts 
 
 

Sunday, May 5/Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Compassion, Acts 1:1-11 

 
Sunday, 12/Mother’s Day 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Prayer, Acts 1:12-26 
 

Sunday, May 19/Baby Dedications 
Pastor James Chang ~ Leadership, Acts 1:12-26 

 
Sunday, May 26/Memorial Day Weekend 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ The Spirit, Acts 2:2-13 
 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 

Thursday, May 2 

7:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Room 119 


